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 Course description 
This course provides an introduction to four topics of global importance: geography, religion, 
economics and political science.  Each semester  concludes with a historical study of world conflict 
as it pertains to previous studied topics. Emphasis is also placed on the study of genocide 
throughout the world. Development of literacy skills and critical thinking is the focal point of this 
yearlong course.  Strategies to develop grade-appropriate reading and writing will be used on a daily 
basis. 

Credit weight 
College Prep - .5 credits per semester 

Link to published core curriculum map* 
 

 
Priority Standards - Standards-based goals for the year 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources. 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources. 

Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions. 

Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
describing political, social, or economic aspects of 
history/social science. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
describing political, social, or economic aspects of 
history/social science. 

Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to 
follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information 
into broader categories as appropriate to achieving 
purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 

Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to 
follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information 
into broader categories as appropriate to achieving 
purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and 
sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and 

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and 
sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and 

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/social-studies/soc-101-102-global-studies-academy


examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge 
of the topic.  

examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge 
of the topic.  

Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  

Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  

Explain why individuals and groups during the same 
historical period differ in their perspectives. 

Explain why individuals and groups during the same 
historical period differ in their perspectives. 

Identify the major components of culture. Identify the major components of culture. 

Describe and analyze examples of how religions are 
internally diverse at the macro level - sects and 
divisions within traditions.  

Describe and analyze examples of how religions are 
internally diverse at the macro level - sects and 
divisions within traditions.  

 
Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; 
Below 60 
 
Grading Categories  

➔ Daily classwork, Homework, and Projects - 60 % 
➔ Tests, Quizzes, and Writing Assignments - 40% 

 
Materials Needed 

➔ Chromebook: Students are expected to have their Chromebooks, as well as all related 
accessories, with them each day of class.  Most lessons are developed around the use of this 
technology. 

➔ Headphones: We will be utilizing many video-based resources via the Chromebook.  With 
that in mind, please have a pair of earbuds/headphones available for use during class. 

➔ Writing Utensils: Pens and pencils are required each day.  It is also suggested that students 
have a highlighter. 

 
Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 

➔ Homework is expected to be turned in on time.  Late work will be accepted up to the last 
day of the unit 

➔ If you miss a quiz or test you have one week to make it up before it becomes a ZERO. 
➔ If you miss a project or presentation you will be expected to turn the work in during the 

following class. 
 
 
 
 
 

● 6-8.1 
● 6-8.2 
● 9-10.4 
● 9-10.7 

Writing (WHST):  



● Write informative/explanatory texts. 
○ 6-8.2.A 
○ 6-8.2.D 
○ . 6-8.2.F 

 


